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A CHANGE IN FORMAT TO THE 
2010 MONTEREY BOCCE OPEN 
          The Monterey Bocce Open will be 
Big é someday.  Since the inception of 
the MLBC, we planned to host a big tour-
nament in June that would be open to all 
players of all walks of life from all corners 
of the world.  The Monterey Bocce Open 
will be that event.  Some day.  Although 
most of our get-togethers are relatively 
small social gatherings, this one will be 
for the serious player.  More on that later. 
          But first, let me congratulate Capp 
Wormley for being named the MLBC 

The BellaTerra Organization Supports the Charities of 

Players Associationôs Player of the Month.  
This guy is not only a good player (currently 
ranked third in the 2010 Tour Points Stand-
ings), heôs an expectant father of twins.  
Way to go Capp! 

          Now, back to the Open.  We only get 
to turn it up a notch four times a year.  The 
major championships happen every three 
months.  The first title was captured by 
Team Grappa in La Tazza di Bocce.  A 
major championship title is just a bit more 
prestigious than the other events.  Itôs one 
of those contests where we put a little more 
pressure on the players, just to test our 
skills, and our nerves.  Itôs kind of fun to do 
something different, and this one will defi-
nitely be different. 
          Weôve got lunch included in the entry 
fee.  Round-robin qualifying rounds will be 
played before the double elimination play-

Continued on page 2 

            The 2010 Signworks Outdoor Cham-
pionships on May 15 at CVAC was one the 
most exciting bocce events this year.  We 
have a lot of great teams now and everyone 
seemed to have a wonderful time.  A number 
of teams are investing in high quality bocce 
balls.  I was especially pleased with the great 
spirit, camaraderie, energy, and good sports-
manship at this event.  It might have had 
something to do with the red wine donated by 
Signworks to each team, although I think it is 
because everyone is enjoying the game and 
each other (although a little wine sure 
helped!)   Kudos to Cynthia Rivera, Diane 
Kennedy, and Barb Vella for helping Frank 
with the setup.  It was a long day, but nobody 
complained ï it was too much fun! 

CVAC 4 Captures the SignWorks Outdoor Title 

The weather told a different story, but the ladies of CVAC4 were hot on May 15, the date 
of the SignWorks Outdoor Championship. Back together again for the first time since 
Mary Lou Shapiro took a leave of absence from the team, they showed us why they are 
always considered one of the  favorites to win in bocce competition at Carmel Valley 
Athletic Club. And they did it in style, winning eight points in the first two frames of 
game one of the Finals. The second match was none the less exciting. If this is an indica-
tion of whatôs ahead for the summer series of tournaments, weôre in for an exciting ride. 
Pictured, from left, is Lori Chung, Ellinor Roeck, Joann Parent and Mary Lou Shapiro.  
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 Ask Momma 

By Carmen òMommaó Dallaire 

Have questions on all things Bocce? 

Email Carmen òMommaó Dallaire at: 

Bocce.Momma@yahoo.com 

 

 
offs begin.  And although prize money was 
originally at stake, that no longer is the 
case.  There will, however, be a perpetual 
trophy awarded.  The champions will auto-
matically qualify for the Tournament of 
Champions in December.  And weôll be 
using our new, revised rules.  The updated 
MLBC Rulebook has now been posted to 
our website.  Check out our new and im-
proved Rules and Regulations & Tourna-
ment Reference Manual to get acquainted.  
Remember, winning isnôt everything é 
knowing how to play the game ï and have 
fun doing it, is! 
          But the interesting thing is, this tour-
nament was created for the sole purpose of 
allowing all players to play, whether they 
are members of Sons of Italy or not.  And 
we added prize money because of what we 
like to call ñpopular demandò.  And this one 
will showcase the best the bocce players 
around.  We hope.  The problem was, with 
money at stake and hence, higher entry 
fees, only two teams signed up before the 
deadline for registration. 
          Because we did not receive 12 teams 
registered and paid before registration, the 
MLBC executive directors decided there will 
be no prize money given to the winning 
teams, and the entry fee would be lowered 
in hopes of attracting more players.  Since 
we made the change in format, our count is 
now at six teams.  The MLBC goal is to 
have fun, compete, and raise a little money 
for charity.  It seems as if our future is in 
that area, not ñplay for payò.  But some day, 
The Open might be.  Just not this year. 
          The change in the format of the MBO 
was made due to the confusing nature of 
the flier that was sent out regarding the 
details (entry fee, deadline, prize money, 
food, etc.).  The error was mine, and be-
cause of my error in the flier, and other 
factors, the MLBC would have lost money 
on this event.  Although some of the profits 
from the BBQ Bonanza will be used to off-
set losses, the rest will come out of my own 
pocket because I feel bad about what hap-
pened.  It's important to me that we reach 
our goal of raising $500 for the Alzheimer's 
Fund, and now we're about $200 short 
(after my mistake).  Maybe we'll find a 
sponsor, or someone out there reading this 
column will help with the costs of putting on 
this tournament.  Or maybe more people 
will sign up and/or help cover our 
costs.  We'll see. 

          It is with regret of my miscalculation 
that I apologize to anyone if my blunder 
caused any inconvenience, and hope that 
we'll all enjoy a great time on the courts.  
And please tell your friends to come play 
(at $35 per player - unless they've earned 
discounts).  Anyone can still register to play 
up to and including the day of the tourna-
ment. 

          So donôt miss out on all the Bocce 
fun.  Weôve got MLBC bocce clinics and the 
Chairmanôs Challenge Pro-Am Series at 
our monthly dinner socials.  Weôll set up an 
indoor court, and discuss everything from 
technique and fundamentals to strategy 
and philosophy.  Weôll also take questions 
from anyone interested in learning about 
this wonderful game.  Weôll have a chal-
lenge match between two teams that will 
compete in front of all of us.  This will give 
everyone a chance to witness a bocce con-
test, live and in person.  Each team will 
consist of four players (two experienced 
players, and two ñrookiesò).  These types of 
formats benefit the beginners, as well as 
the ñprosò.  And, they can be a lot of fun. 
          Weôre always working on new ideas, 
and we canôt wait to see what happens in 
the coming months.  But thatôs not all weôre 
doing.  Weôve got a big summer planned.  
Besides the Monterey Bocce Open, weôve 
got the Summer Scramble, and more.  We 
are still planning to make a donation to the 
Alzheimerôs fund at the OSIA California 
Grand Lodge Convention in June.  Any 
contributions you can make would be 
greatly appreciated.  And in July, weôll be 
hosting the first annual Joe Cerchi Memo-
rial Bocce Tournament at Custom House 
Plaza in Monterey.  That will be a special 
event. 
          And at our next dinner social, weôll 
award the very first Solstizio Vino (the prize 
for the first half leader in the Season Tour 
Points Standings).  It could be Jennie 
Rouch, Joann Parent, Tony Vella or Capp 
Wormley.  And barring an unforeseen oc-
currence, these four players are the only 
ones that are mathematically in the race.  
This will be a nice little side-story weôll keep 
an eye on.  The Equinozio Vino will be 
awarded in December to the player with the 
most second half points. 
          Letôs hope we see you out there on 
the courts. 

 
Giochiamo a Bocce,  
Frank Lucido Jr.  

From The Chair continued 

     Dear Momma ; I think The Pallino is a 
great publication, but it seems kind of limited. 
Isnôt there more bocce going on in the Mon-
terey area besides the MLBC tournaments? 

Lisa P. Pacific Grove. 
     Dear Lisa ; I looked through a lot of old 
issues of The Pallino and donôt think it is 
limited at all. There is tournament reporting 
by my distinguished colleague Santino Pas-
quinucci, picture reports by John Joseph 
Sweeney, bocce tips, albeit questionable, 
from my fellow East coaster Vito Cannoli, 
reporting on the state of the MLBC by Fran-
cuzzo Lucido, observational comments by 
Gus Taormina, statistical reporting from 
Enzo Fornaio, and even a little bit of sass by 
my good friend Betty La Bocca. The list of 
contributions goes on and on. I even take a 
few good-natured pokes at my favorite target 
Francuzzo Lucido almost every issue.  

     The MLBC has had tournaments at a 
variety of venues. Carmel Valley Athletic 
Club, the Custom House State Park Bocce 
Courts in Monterey, and the Vinnie Occhiuto 
courts at San Carlos Cathedral. Road trips 
have taken us to Campo di Bocce in Las 
Gatos and Troyôs Bocce Ball Room in Mor-
gan Hill, with a planned road trip, either this 
year or next season, to Campo di Bocce in 
Livermore and possibly in Santa Cruz. New 
to the tour this season is the short court at 
Campo Breve in Del Rey Oaks. And The 
Pallino reports on it all. 
     The Pallino is anything but limited. 
Thereôs too much happening in Monterey 
bocce to limit the Pallino, but there are a few 
changes happening even as I write. We have 
been told that we will be assigned to report 
on bocce events sponsored by other groups, 
such as the tournament recently held by 
Giovanni Napoli, the Festa Italia, etc. The 
reporting will definitely expand. Stay tuned. 
Things are getting more exciting than ever in 
Monterey area bocce. Limited? Never has 
beenðnever will be!  
 

     Dear Momma; At a recent tournament I 
heard one of the MLBC officials give a player 
a bad time because she played barefoot. 
Whatôs the big deal about wearing shoes in 
bocce. Francisco D. Seaside, Ca. 
     Dear Francisco ; I spoke to an MLBC 
official about the bad time you write of, and 
was assured it must have been done in fun. 
There is, however rules on footwear that 
must be adhered to. The rule states that 
comfortable footwear with flat heels must be 
worn for this reason: most bocce is played 
on outdoor, natural surfaces. High, or small 
pointy heels tend to dig into the surface, 
effectively ruining the groomed surface and 
ruining play for those who play on a court 
with holes in it. Flat heels are required to 
avoid this. Another reason is that a bocce 
tournament can take hours to complete. You 
need the most comfortable shoes you can 
find. But playing barefoot is okay, too. 
 

ATTENTION PALLINO READERS  
On the following page is a very important message from The Pallino Editor 
Frank Rivera. It is accompanied with a request that you respond to what 
you will have just read. I ask that you read the message thoroughly, con-
sider what you have read and decide whether or not to respond to it. If you 
feel that no changes are necessary to The Pallino, your response is not 
necessary, but positive feedback is always appreciated.          Thank You,  
                                                                                                          Frank Rivera  
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          Welcome to page three. This page normally belongs to 
Santino Pasquinucci, who, as our regular readers know, reports 
on the most recent tournaments. His report is on page four in this 
issue. I have hijacked this page from Mr. Pasquinucci because a 
problem has been lurking around in the shadows for a few 
months, and I was reminded of it again last night at a dinner 
party. Whether this problem is a minor bother, or one for serious 
consideration might be up to me to decide, but Iôd rather have 
you, the Pallino readers tell me what you think. 
          The Pallino has been a labor of love for me, and I hope it 
remains so for a long time to come. It has been such a labor of 
love that I tend to lose control of myself as Editor. As Editor, it is 
my job to do just that; edit. Unfortunately, I havenôt been doing 
my job. Rather than edit the articles and picture stories that are 
submitted for publication, I squeeze them all into each issue. I 
have even resorted to reducing the pixel size of the photographs, 
resulting in their lesser quality, so that I may include more pic-
tures in each issue. This has caused The Pallino to become lar-
ger by a page or two with each succeeding issue. And, before 
this current problem I now face reared itôs ugly head, we were 
scheduled to expand even further.  
          I have asked a friend to start submitting a new, regular 
article for each issue in which she would give her personal per-
spective on whatever it is she decides to write about concerning 
the MLBC, the tournaments she participates in, or whatever she 
desires to write about. I have been told her first article, which is 
scheduled to appear in our next issue, will be about the bocce 
tournament held at the OSIA California Grand Lodge Convention 
to be held later this month. 
          Recently, a decision was made to report on tournaments 
sponsored by entities other than MLBC as a way of reaching 
further into the Monterey area bocce community. To that extent, 
we present a report in this issue on the recent Mimmo Napoli 
Memorial Tournament, a tournament unaffiliated with MLBC.  
            This brings me to the subject of this column. I have been 
told on more than one occasion that there have been complaints 
that The Pallino is too big. Too big? I donôt understand. Are the 
articles too long? Are there too many articles? Too many pic-
tures? Too many contributors? Too many pages? 
          As Editor of The Pallino, as I stated above, I have been 
remiss in doing my job. I made every attempt to include every 
last word of each article submitted, sometimes adding a word or 
two of my own. I have included as many pictures as room per-
mits. I must say that pictures take a lot of kilobyte space, increas-
ing the download size of the publication. Now I must make a diffi-
cult decision. I must reduce the size of The Pallino. But where?  
          That is where you, the reader comes in. I want you to tell 
me what you think of The Pallino. If you like it the way it is, fine. I 
donôt really need to hear from you. Who I want to hear from are 
those of you who have constructive criticism. I would like you to 
tell me why you think a certain aspect should be cut down in size, 
or maybe even eliminated altogether. At the end of this article 
you will find my email address. Not the MLBC or The Pallino 
email address, but my personal address. I want your critique to 
come directly to me to help me with this difficult decision I must 
make. To help you with your considerations, I will briefly cover 
the writers who write for The Pallino, and what they write about. I 
want you to tell me if they are necessary contributors, keeping in 
mind none of these writers are paid. Like for me, The Pallino is a 
labor of love for them, and no one will lose any income if they no 
longer contribute. It isnôt necessary to address the merits or defi-
ciencies of each contributor. Just let me know who you think isnôt 

necessary for a successful Pallino. These contributors are: 
Vito Cannoli. Vitoôs ñTips on Bocceò rarely gives real tips on 
bocce, but in his often less than serious stories, he might acci-
dentally give a tip that can actually be applied to life in general.  
Carmen Dallaire. Carmenôs ñAsk Mommaò column is a good 
resource for anyone who has a question about anything related 
to bocce. She also contributes pictures in her ñOff the Back Wallò 
photo essays that show her observations of happenings on the 
sidelines. Also, she often writes a light-hearted article about what 
she observes around the actual playing of the tournaments.  
Enzo Fornaio. Enzo writes a short article about the MLBC 
Player of the Month, plus a rundown of season tour points 
earned by our bocce players. 
Rebecca Anne Goucher. Rebeccaôs ñWhatôs Happening in the 
MLBCò is like a brief reminder of whatôs coming up in the world of 
Monterey area bocce.  
Betty La Bocca. Bettyôs ñBackstage Bocceò is an irreverent ob-
servation of her take on the Monterey bocce scene. Sometimes 
bordering on the risqué, she never pulls any punches. 
Frank Lucido Jr. Frank writes about the state of the MLBC; 
whatôs coming up in the near future, or what significant thing hap-
pened concerning  the MLBC and itôs tournaments. 
Santino Pasquinucci. Santinoôs ñAs I Saw Itò column gives a 
report on the tournament just played. Although short on stats, his 
opinions are well thought out and are a good source for hearing 
the outcomes of the tournaments played the previous month. 
Frank Rivera. I usually, but not always write  commentary about 
issues that directly effect MLBC, such as rule changes.  
Silvio Segreto.  Although not listed as a regular contributor, Sil-
vioôs ñThe Segreto Reportò usually looks into the smoky back 
rooms of whatôs happening ñbehind the scenesò. 
John Joseph Sweeney. He contributes most of the tournament 
photos in each issue. His only writings are the captions under 
each photo. The Pallino would be quite dull without his photos. 
Gus Taormina.  Gus is an all around writer who usually gives his 
thoughts and reflections on the MLBC, but sometimes conducts 
interviews such as his interview with MLBC Rules Coordinator 
Frank Rivera, or introducing new people of interest, such as his 
biography of sometime photo contributor Doctor Oregano. 
Barbara Vella. We havenôt seen any of Barbaraôs writings yet. 
She will start next month with her reports and personal observa-
tions on anything she wants to write about. Itôs her call. 
Tony Vella. Tony is the President of OSIA Monterey Lodge. His 
article is usually a short piece on page one briefly describing his 
thoughts on the tournament just played, or an expression of 
thanks to those who made the tournament better by their contri-
bution. 
          There you have them; our regular writers. We also get 
occasional contributions from Johnny Lombardo, Margaret Syl-
vester, Paulo Pizzamenti and a few other writers. 
          I will ask that you think about what you like in The Pallino, 
and maybe about what you think might not be necessary to The 
Pallinoôs success as a viable newsletter. We have tried to include 
something for everybody. I must admit, I tend to get a little long 
winded in my writings on occasion, and I also must consider that 
what one reader might consider unnecessary could be the best 
part of another readerôs Pallino experience. Based on your opin-
ions, I may realize that I must  eliminate a certain writer or two 
who most respondents found unnecessary, or I may find that any 
complaints that the Pallino is too long are unfounded and may 
end up giving the advice that if you donôt care for a certain writer, 
simply donôt take the time to read that writerôs article. 
          But please respond to this request. It is vital to my decision 
making, for I hesitate to make any changes to The Pallino without 
your input, and any changes I make will be carefully thought out 
beforehand. The last thing I want to do is turn anybody away 
from our primary mission of getting as many people as possible 
to play  bocce. Send your responses to: frivera1@comcast.net.  

   A QUESTION FOR SERIOUS 
           CONSIDERATION  

 

BY FRANK RIVERA, EDITOR, THE PALLINO 
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TOURNAMENT REPORT 

AS 
I 

SAW 
IT 

By Santino Pasquinucci 

          Roeck had been doing this all day.  
Sheôd wait until the last roll of the frame, 
after everyone else had tried to do their 
best.  Then sheôd come in with a fabulous 
play.  This happened time after time, all 
day long.  But this situation was different.  
Roeck was blocked by balls on all sides.  
Sheôd have to thread the needle to even 
have a chance.  And with swing of her 
arm, thread the needle she did.  Knocking 
away Grazianoôs ball ï and with it ï La 
Famigliaôs hopes of winning a second 
straight title.  
CVAC 4 was on to 
the finals against 
The Country Four. 
          The Country 
Four (Jennie 
Rouch, Rose Ven-
timiglia, Cesca 
Giamona and Bob 
Enea) would have 
to lose twice to 
whomever came 
out of the loserôs 
bracket.  This had 
never happened 
before in an MLBC 
event.  No unde-
feated team had 
ever lost two in a 
row to the loserôs 
bracket chal-
lenger.  But 
thereôs a first time for everything.  And 
when CVAC 4 won the initial game 7-2, 
things got quiet.  Then they won game two 
rather easily.  The Country Four could not 
withstand the heat CVAC 4 was generat-
ing. 
          This was the first time in six months 
that CVAC 4 had all the original members 
on the court at the same time.  And it was 
a chilling reminder that these ladies can 
still play.  It is their first title of 2010.  And 
with all their players back at full strength, 
thereôs no telling how many more  theyôll 
win. 

                          They did it again.  But this 
time with a new set of characters.  La 
Famiglia (Francuzzo Lucido, Frank Lucido 
Sr., Frank Lucido III and Anna Lucido) 
won the title with a 7-0 victory over Moon-
struck (Ron Longueira, Genelle Longueira, 
Teresa Costen, and Joann Parent) in a 
rematch of the hard-fought battle at the 
Indoor Championship almost a month 
earlier. 
          After Dorothy Lucido threw out the 

first pallino, the games began.  Three divi-
sion titles (Singles, Doubles and Team) 
were at stake.  All three divisions were 
double elimination format.  The tourna-
ment got underway about 1:30 in the after-
noon.  And by 9:00 pm that night, all three 
divisions had a champion. 
          Frank Rivera won his second title of 
the year (his first was as a member of 
Team Grappa in La Tazza di Bocce), and 
paired with Francuzzo Lucido to win the 
Doubles Division with a 6-5 victory over 

Ron and Genelle 
Longueira.  And 
Francuzzo Lucido 
completed the hat 
trick by capturing 
the Singles Divi-
sion with a narrow 
victory over Rich-
ard Quaglia. 
          The story of 
the day could 
have been how 
well Joann Parent 
played ï amazing 
as some called it.  
Or the fine job-
well-done by La 
Famigliaôs brother 
and sister combi-
nation of Frank III 
and Anna.  And 
what about the 

stellar debut of 79 year old Frank Lucido 
Sr.  He single-handedly turned the cham-
pionship match around with a shot for the 
ages.  This came, after an all-day on-
slaught of shot after precision shot.  Many 
believed that his claim to be a rookie was 
an exaggeration at best. 
          But none of this really mattered.  
The real story was that 25 people gath-
ered at a small house in Del Rey Oaks.  
They played on a home-made bocce court 
just barely long enough to be considered 
one.  They talked, they laughed, they ate, 
they drank and they made merry. 
          The longest event of the year could 
very well turn out to be the most enjoy-
able.  It was the first MLBC tournament 
held under the lights.  It was the first event 
featuring multiple divisions.  And it was the 
first event to make a sizeable profit that 
can be used for the Alzheimerôs Donation 
Fund at the OSIA California Grand Lodge 
Convention in June.  If you would like to 
make a contribution to the Monterey 
Lodge Bocce Clubôs Alzheimerôs Donation 
Fund, itôs not too late.  Send your contribu-
tion to OSIA Monterey Lodge #2003.  And 
send it today.  

                This was a match-up of heavy-
weights.  Team Grappa had recently won 
The Bocce Cup in La Tazza di Bocce.  
The Country Four has finished in the top 
three more times than one can count.  
And after La Famiglia won its second title 
at The Indoor Championship, many had 
forgotten about 2009 Tournament of 
Champions winner CVAC 4.  Those four 
teams have been the most successful so 
far this year on the MLBC Tour. 
          But they first had to get by some 
tough competition.  Belle Donne (Vickie 
Lucido, Barbara Vella, Shelley Ferrante 
and newcomer Mary Beth Long) played 
well, but lost out to Mezzanotte Luna 
(Frank Rivera, Cynthia Rivera, Fred Lind 
and Frank Lucido III).  They in turn fell 
prey to The Desperados (Richard Quaglia, 
Patricia Quaglia, Donna Bomarito and 
Chris Casas) who were eliminated by 
event sponsor SignWorks (Jerry Holden, 
Rick Hardtbrodt, Joe Smith and Mike 
Jones).  The final four was a slugfest. 
          First, La Famiglia (Francuzzo Lu-
cido, Steve Olson, Capp Wormley, Frank 
Graziano) annihilated CVAC 4 (Joann 
Parent, Mary Lou Shapiro, Lori Chung and 
Ellinor Roeck) to send the ladies to the 
loserôs bracket.  The County Four then 
sent La Famiglia in the same direction.  
And after La Famiglia barely defeated 
Team Grappa (Tony Vella, Mike Kennedy, 
Tony San Filippo and Tony Aiello), a re-
match of the earlier laugher was on with 
CVAC 4. 
          And La Famiglia was on its way to 
the finals when Frank Graziano put the 
green ball within one inch of the pallino.  
Ellinor Roeck had one more roll before the 
score would be final.  Either way, some-
one was going to the finals; and someone 
was going home. 

 

Mr. Pasquinucci can be 
reached at his email:  

MLBCbocce@yahoo.com  

THE 2010 

OUTDOOR CHAMPIONSHIP 

CVAC 4 GETS BACK TO 
THE WINNERS CIRCLE 

Ellinor Roeckôs steady 
play throughout the 
day, and especially at 
the last roll of the semi
-finals, put CVAC 4 in 
the SignWorks Out-

door Finals.  

Frank ñPopiò Lucido 
Srôs debut as Captain 
of La Famiglia was the 
high point of the BBQ 
Bonanza as he led his 
son and grandchildren 

to a decisive victory.  

LA FAMIGLIA WINS  
ANOTHER TITLE 


