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 The first Pallino of the 
evening was awarded to the 
business person who assisted 
the MLBC most in their 
charitable efforts. 
 The Executive of the 
Year was awarded to a lady 
who stepped up to the plate 
when fate threw the MLBC a 
curve ball. When they were 
forced to move their events 
to alternate venues after the 
unfortunate fire at Carmel 
Valley Athletic Club, they 
had nowhere to go until she 
called. She had a facility that 
needed to be used, and 
needed some exposure. 
 As manager of Troy’s 
Bocce Room in Morgan Hill, 
she not only booked the re-
maining schedule of events, 
she did so at a rate that al-
lowed the MLBC to meet its 
goals for the year. 
 The 2010 Pallino Award 
for Executive of the Year 
went to Dawn Pisciotta. 
�
continued on page 3�
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� Tuesday, January 18th 
was the night, and the setting 
was St. Angela Church in 
Pacific Grove for the 2nd 
Annual Pallino Awards. 
 It was the night the Mon-
terey Lodge Bocce Club 
celebrated their accomplish-
ments for the previous year 
and also looked to the future. 
 With a highlight film of 
last year’s MLBC Season 
Tour and awards for those 
people who helped make 
2010 a great year for the 
MLBC, they also announced 
this year’s recipient of the 
MLBC Charity Program. 
 Last year, they gave $500 
to the OSIA Western Foun-
dation Alzheimer’s Fund. 
This year, they will be rais-
ing money for Hamilton 
Shelter, an organization 
dedicated to offering assis-
tance to women and children 
as they begin the rehabilita-

tive process necessary to 
break the cycle of abuse or 
homelessness.  
 The organization’s Pro-
gram Director at Hamilton 
Shelter is Jill Gallinatti, and 

she’s was on hand to intro-
duce herself to the Lodge 
and thank them for their gen-
erous support. 
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 The MLBC Players Association has 
named John Villalpando their February 
2011 Hamilton Shelter Player of the Month. 
 He joined the MLBC tour in the summer of 2010 and has made 
his mark with a meteoric rise to the upper echelon of the Amici 
Index standings (#15). With 2 victories in 5 events, John is a force 
to be reckoned with. He’s not only one of the best players around; 
he’s a great addition to the OSIA family. Congratulations to John!  

JE N NIE  R O U C H IS  P L AY E R O F TH E YE A R  
AT THE 2010 MLBC PALLINO AWARDS IN PACIFIC GROVE  
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The Miss Trawick’s 
Garden Shop        ����
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THE HAMILTON SHELTER PLAYER OF THE MONTH   
JOHN VILLALPANDO  
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THE PRE-SEASON CHALLENGE  
Sunday · February 13 · 2011 
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January · Barbara Henares 
February · John Villalpando 
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The Hamilton Shelter 
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“Awards” cont’d from page 1 
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The next Pallino was given to the 
person who best exemplifies the 
spirit of the MLBC in the area of 
community service. She kept 
track of all things important to 
the logistics of running a tourna-
ment. When a team needed to be 
called to the court, she was there 
to point the way. When a player 
needed a tape measure, scorecard 
or clipboard, she was there. This 
young lady set the benchmark for 
all future tournament coordina-
tors. The 2010 Pallino Award for 
Volunteer of the Year went to 
Anna Lucido. 
 The Pallino for outstanding 
newcomer is called Rookie of the 
Year. You have to be more than 
just a good player with little ex-
perience on the MLBC tour.  
You have to contribute to the 
cause, have a good attitude and 
exhibit good sportsmanship.  
This young man did it all, and 
then some. Isaac Benavidez was 
named The Rookie of the Year. 
 It takes an entire season to 
earn the Pallino for Team of the 
Year. This team started at the 
beginning and charged all the 
way to the finish line with titles 
won in the President’s Invita-
tional, The Joe Cerchi Memorial 
Bocce Tournament, The Autunno 
Classico, and The Tournament of 
Champions. 

 But there was probably no 
victory they had in 2010 that was 
bigger than the one that was not 
an MLBC event.  This team went 
up to Burlingame at the OSIA 
California Grand Lodge Conven-
tion and won the tournament.  
And with   Monterey’s other 
team finishing second, accom-
plished something never before 
done in the 105 year history of 
Order Sons of Italy.  The Pallino 
for Team of the Year was 
awarded to The Country Four. 
Jenny Rouch, Francesca Gia-
mona, Rose Ventimiglia and Bob 
Enea were hands down the best 
of the best. 
 And finally, it was noted that 
when Capp Wormley and Rich-
ard Quaglia had a stellar first half 
and second half respectively, one 
player was consistent all season 
long, playing in almost every 
tournament, and finishing in the 
top three a record 17 times. The 
bocce skill possessed by this 
player is only exceeded by her 
tireless contributions and her 
generous spirit. 
 If you’ve seen her play, you 
know.  The MLBC Player of the 
Year for 2010 is Jenny Rouch. 
 The new Season Tour is un-
derway, and if it’s anything like 
2010, we’re in for some really 
good bocce played by some 
really good people. 
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 Are you a member of the 
MLBC Players Association? 
Have you paid your 2011 dues 
yet? If either answer no, then 
why not?  Are you a member 
of the Monterey Lodge Sons of 
Italy? If the is answer no, then 
why not? Are you going to 
play in The President’s Invita-
tional on Saturday, February 
26th at Troy’s Bocce Room in 
Morgan Hill? The following 
will explain why it is to your 
advantage to join the 
MLBCPA and The Lodge: 
 The MLBCPA offers a 
monthly bonus to current card 
carrying members.  
 Our first event, The Presi-
dent’s Invitational is an 
“Opening Day Extravaganza”. 
 And if you are a member 
of the Sons of Italy, your entry 
fee will be $20, and that in-
cludes your 2011 MLBC Play-
ers Association membership 
dues (and that’s a good deal).. 

 If you played in the 2010 
MLBC Tournament of Cham-
pions, you get an additional $5 
off the entry fee – which 
means your entry fee for the 
President’s Invitational is $15. 
 If you didn’t play in the 
2010 MLBC TOC and you are 
not a member of the 
MLBCPA, your entry fee for 
The President’s Invitational 
$25, and that includes your 
2011  MLBCPA dues. 
 If you don’t want to join 
the MLBCPA or Sons of Italy, 
your entry fee is $30. 
 What we’re trying to do is 
lower the entry fees for people 
who play a lot. 
 The MLBCPA member-
ship and OSIA membership 
are a means to that end. 
 The only catch – you have 
to ask for it.  That’s right.  You 
have to ask for it after reading 
this article.  How will we know 
you read the article? Well, we 
won’t really, but we’ll take 
your word for it. All you have 
to do is ask. 
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 The MLBC announced its 
2011 Season Tour schedule 
last week. And with a new and 
improved platform, it promises 
to be even better than last 
year’s successful sophomore 
campaign. 
 The Amici Series will add 
an element not seen before. 
The open format 
events will be as 
solid as before, and 
the Majors add a bit 
of spice to a season 
already filled with a 
bunch of fun and 
excitement. 
 The big news is 
that they’ve landed 
seven sponsors for 
the 2011 Tour. Miss Trawick’s 
Garden Shop and Carried 
Away Boutique are both lo-
cated in Pacific Grove, ESPN 
630 AM Radio, Gold Record 
Entertainment, The Bocce 
Brothers, Hamilton Shelter and 
Season Tour sponsor The Lone 
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 The MLBC Players Association is an organization created for the benefit of bocce players who 
participate in MLBC sanctioned events. Membership dues are $10.00 per year. One of the most 
popular benefits of Players Association membership is the $5 discount off of entry fees for specified 
events. In only two events, the player recovers the $10 membership fee. 
 Anyone can join the Players Association.  And you don’t have to be a member of Sons of Italy to 
join the Lodge. Although it’s true that Sons of Italy Lodge members receive their own set of benefits, 
the holder of a Players Association Card will receive greater benefits than those of an at large player. 
 Now, if you really want benefits, join both the MLBC Players Association and the Sons of Italy.  
That combination gets the player even more bonuses. See the monthly MLBCPA card holder bonus 
column for details on how to become a member of these two great organizations. 
 So if you are interested in joining the MLBC Players Association and/or the Order Sons of Italy, 
give us a call at 831-224-3628 or send email to mlbcbocce@yahoo.com. 
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Oak Lodge of Monterey round 
out the cast that lent a helping 
hand when the MLBC needed 
it most. 
 This will be a breakout 
year for the MLBC. They’ve 
got a lot on their plate, and 
from what we hear, they’ve got 
more planned for the future. 
Word is that an exciting an-
nouncement will be made at 
any time. 

 The 2011 MLBC Season 
Tour schedule is printed in its 
entirety on page 3 of this pub-
lication. Check it out and reg-
ister to play before it’s too late. 
 There’s always something 
for everyone, and everyone 
needs something. Don’t they? 
�
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 It’s been awhile since I’ve written folks, and 
so much has happened that I’m not sure where to 
begin. 
 Since our last tournament in December, I 
have been on an extensive search for bocce 
courts, and I have learned so much and I have 
been anxious to share my discoveries with all of 
you, the little people in Monterey. 
 Believe you me; I have seen the highest high, 
the lowest low, and everything in between. 
 Let’s start with the high, shall we?  In Janu-
ary we met up with some good friends from out 
of town for a friendly game of bocce in Campo 
di Bocce Livermore. 
 It was excellent and they gave us the full 
Betty Star Treatment.  We were waited on hand 
and foot, had beautiful courts to play on, and 
fully enjoyed the lovely atmosphere. 
 I don’t want to come off as rude, but later we 
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visited the lowest of the low.  These courts were 
in the middle of Nowheresville. 
  Now, it’s true that I am used to high living, 
but I am not exaggerating when I say that these 
courts were really sad.  There was nowhere to 
sit, no bathrooms, no food to purchase anywhere 
in the vicinity, and the courts had not had any 
love in a very very long time. 
 They had trash, gravel, and shrubs littering 
the pathway of the balls.  Perhaps a Martini bar 
would make the experience more pleasurable. 
 The average courts would be at “The Club 
About Which We No Longer Speak.” And with 
that, I will say no more. Well, maybe one last 
thing. Thank you to the members who supported 
us and the good people who ran the organization.   
They treated us as family, and helped us raise 
money for our charities. For that, we are grateful. 
 Moving on, I am personally looking forward 
to an exciting 2011 season full of bad behavior, 
shenanigans and general tomfoolery. 
 So if anyone is doing anything wrong that 
you see, make sure to let me know because Betty 
La Bocca will be watching! 

��+�*���,��
-*� �

W H Y M L B C  T O U R  P O I N T S  M AT T E R  
"�����!�	���)���	����!����)���!����.	�����
 

 What are MLBC Tour Points?  Why do they exist?  And 
why do we care?  Three big questions with small answers. 
 Tour Points are awarded to players who participate in 
MLBC events.  Additional Tour Points are earned when a 
player finishes either first, second or third (sometimes even 
fourth) place in any given event.  The bigger the event, the 
greater number of Tour Points are at stake. 
 Tour Points are a way of keeping track of a player’s par-
ticipation in the MLBC Tour.  They are not a mechanism for 
ranking the skill of a bocce player.  They are, however, a 
barometer of a player’s involvement and success within the 
MLBC Season Tour. 
 The ranking system has several purposes.  The most well 
known are the three awards given for Tour Points earned.  

The Solstizio Vino, the prize for the first half leader in the 
Season Tour Points Standings, is awarded in June.  The 
Equinozio Vino, the prize for the player with the most sec-
ond half points is awarded in December.  And the Pallino 
award is given to the player who wins the Season Tour 
Points Championship. 
 Another purpose of the Tour Points Ranking System is to 
determine which players are eligible for the Tournament of 
Champions in the Season finale.  The top ranked players 
may qualify to play in the event (if they haven’t won a title) 
if an eligible player does not register, declines to participate, 
and/or is a no show. 
 There you have it.  It’s pretty simple, kind of silly — but 
in a good way — and it really is a whole lot of fun. 
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PLASTIC PALLINO FLIES OUT OF THE COURT · ALMOST HIT S SPECTATORS 
  

 The ongoing debate regarding the use of plastic pallini during MLBC events was fueled by a raffa and near-miss at Satur-
day’s Pre-Season Warm-Up. “We’re watching this situation very closely” league commissioner Francuzzo Lucido said at the 
event. “The trend in the United States, which I support, is to use a heavy pallino, preferably steel” he continued. Lucido has 
been an advocate of the steel pallino for more than a year, but agreed to try others at the request of several vocal MLBC players. 
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The season has begun with a bang. We 

identified our charitable goals at our January 
Dinner Social Awards Show by naming 
Hamilton Shelter our recipient for the year. 
And no sooner did we do that, people came 
calling. They wanted to play bocce, of 
course, but they also wanted to help. 

One could not help but be moved by 
Program Director Jill Gallinatti’s speech in 
front of a capacity crowd before our meal at 
the 2nd Annual Pallino Awards when she 
spoke of the Shelter that assists women and 
children as they begin the process necessary 
to break the cycle of abuse or homelessness. 

It was less than a day before Victor 
Delpine and Bev Hodge agreed to become 
sponsors of the Season Tour, naming Hamil-
ton Shelter as their designated team for the 
2011 Amici Series – which means any time 
Hamilton Shelter wins an Amici Event, the 
MLBC will donate $100 to Hamilton Shelter. 
Their donation also made it possible for 
Hamilton Shelter to present the Player of the 
Month Award (congratulations to John 
Villalpando!) along with the Tournament of 
Champions in November. Victor has been a 
valued member since last year; and Bev is 
relatively new to our scene. We would love 
to have her join our Lodge. 

And almost immediately after that; 
Rosemary and Bill Valuch became sponsors 
of the Golden State Games and La Tazza di 
Bocce. Their stores, Carried Away Boutique 
and Miss Trawick’s Garden Shop will fund 
two of the most popular events on the tour. 

 Next, Kathy Baker of ESPN 630 AM 
Radio offered to help again this year. The 
local sports station on the Central Coast is 
the only station that does what they do, and 
we’re lucky they’ll be getting out the mes-
sage again for us throughout the year. 

Bob Enea will sponsor the 3rd Annual 
Western Flyer Autunno Classico in October. 
And in the same month, Winners Awards 
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 The pre-season is only two 
events old, and already is making an 
impact. We’ve not only attracted 
new players (nine of them are now 
members of the MLBC Players As-
sociation) but have also seen eight 
different players win a title in just 
the first eight days of play. 
 Our next pre-season tournament 
is THE CHALLENGE on Sunday, 
February 13th at the Custom House 
Plaza in Monterey.  Check-in is at 
10:00 AM; play starts at 10:30 AM. 
Entry Fee is $20 per Player. 
 Bring Your Own Team to the 
final tournament of the pre-season. 
 We’re hoping that by offering 
different kinds of tournaments, we 
can appeal to a larger number of 
players. This should only enhance 
the already successful bocce events 
the MLBC runs on the central coast. 

THE 2011 MLBC PRE-SEASON  

continues with 
THE CHALLENGE  

on 

Sunday, February 13 
at the Custom House Plaza 

Check-In at 10:00 AM 
Play Starts at 10:30 AM 

Entry Fee is $20 per Player 
Bring Your Own Team 

to the final tournament of the pre-season 
 

PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT BENEFIT 

THE HAMILTON SHELTER 

“No critic writing about a film 
could say more than the film itself, 
although they do their best to make 

us think the opposite." 
 

~ Federico Fellini 
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COMMISSIONER APPROVES CO-OP 
BETWEEN TEAMS FOR  2011 TOUR����
  

 When the new schedule was an-
nounced, several teams decided to 
change their approach to the 2011 
MLBC Season Tour. 
 Arc Angels, Team Grappa, Nes-
suni Bravacci, Belle Donne and La 
Famiglia will form what they now 
call the “Five Teams of the Mon-
terey Area”. They’ll use other team 
names such as “Grappangelico” and 
“Bella  Famiglia”, while maintain-
ing the rights to their old names. 
 They’ll pool their players to cre-
ate team rosters for specific events. 
This will give them more flexibility 
to play in events where the “bring 
your own team” requirement is in-
voked. 
 The MLBC Commissioner ap-
proved the application of “Gli Cin-
que Squadre” on February 2nd 2011, 
Ground Hog Day. 

will present the Winners Take All Amici 
Series Finale. We also have The Bocce 
Brothers BBQ Bonanza in May, and the Gold 
Record Entertainment Celebration will con-
clude the season in November. 

And finally, the entire 2011 MLBC 
Season Tour will be sponsored by the Lone 
Oak Lodge of Monterey. Patricia and Rich-
ard Quaglia made sure our club would have 
places to play this year by donating to the 
“deposit fund”. No matter where we go (with 
few exceptions) the owners want a deposit to 
reserve the courts. And the Quaglias came 
through in a big way. 

This is our Lodge. This is our Bocce 
Club. We gather, we play, we eat, we talk, 
and we have fun. And along the way, we 
raise a little money for charity. There are 
good people in our Lodge. And you just read 
about a few of them. 
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 In order to save paper and printing costs, there will be no poster and/or flier for 
this event. The 2011 President’s Invitational is part of the new “Amici Series”. New 
players without an Amici Index will be given a score of 0, and ranked alphabetically. 
 The first place team will win 2011 OSIA Monterey Lodge annual dues paid in 
full (for current members only, non-members receive MLBC Gift Certificates). 
 Check-in time is no earlier than 10:30 am, and play starts at 11:00 am with a one-
up and one down first-time warm up only. 
 
Ciao, 
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THE LONE OAK LODGE 
in Monterey 

IS THE PROUD SPONSOR OF THE 

2011 MLBC SEASON TOUR 
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