
its environs, the four mem-
bers of Veni Vidi Vamos 
(Gary Carlson, Fred Taft, 
Bev Hodge and Victor 
Delpine) did more for the 
MLBC in one year than 
any other team in the his-
tory of the Club. 
It’s not just the fact that all 
four members are top qual-
ity players; that much is 
evident when you watch 
them roll. And it’s also not 
just the fact that this col-
lective group has shown 

the rest of the league how 
to compete at the next 
level; that much has also 
become evident through 
the course of the season. 
 It is much more than 
that. Veni Vidi Vamos, 
and all that the name im-
plies, has set an example 
of what bocce players 
should be. How bocce 
players should act. How 
they should conduct them-
selves on an off the court. 
 

(more Pallino Awards on page 9) 
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 The MLBC Players Association has 
named Bev Hodge as their December 2011 
Player of the Month. 
 Bev is not only a great player, but was an integral supporter of 
MLBC efforts to raise funds for Hamilton Shelter this season. 
 As a member of Veni Vidi Vamos, winners of the 2011 Pallino 
“Team of  the Year” award, Bev had a great season. 
 We’re proud to have Bev as a member of the MLBC Players 
Association and look forward to competing with her next year. 

We’ve had a wonderful time, so let’s plan 
on seeing everyone out there on the courts! 

THIRD ANNUAL PALLINO AWARDS 

VENI VIDI VAMOS NAMED 
2011 TEAM OF THE YEAR 
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HAMILTON SHELTER PLAYER OF THE MONTH  

BEV HODGE  
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2011 SPONSOR RECOGNITION 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
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They came from up 
north late last year. They 
dominated play from the 
get-go. They knew the 
MLBC was the only one of 
its kind in the Monterey 
Area. They called them-
selves Veni Vidi Vamos. 

Playing in the various 
leagues and on various 
teams from Martinez and 

LA FAMIGLIA 
TAKES HOME 
TOC CROWN 
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 The members of La 
Famiglia (Frank Graziano, 
Capp Wormley, Tony 
Vella, Michael Lucido, 
Richard  Quaglia and Fran-
cuzzo Lucido) captured the 
title at the 2011 Tourna-
ment of Champions on Sat-
urday, November 12th at 
Troy’s Bocce Room and 
Wine Bar in Morgan Hill. 
 

 (more La Famiglia on page 9) 
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January · Barbara Henares 
February · John Villalpando 

March · Joann Parent 
April ·  Adriana Martinez 

May · Don Schmidt 
June · Frank Graziano 

July ·  Mary Lou Shapiro 
August · Freddy Trabano 

September · Barbara Vella 
October ·  Gary Carlson 

November · Jeffrie S. Price 
December · Bev Hodge 
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F INAL RESULTS FOR THE 2011  MLB C SEASON TOUR 
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 Are you a member of the 
MLBC Players Association? 
Have you paid the 2012 dues? 
  If either answer is no, then 
why not? Are you a member of 
the Monterey Sons of Italy? 
 If the is answer no, then 
why not? 

 Are you going to play in  
the new Amici League next 
year? 
 The following will explain 
why it is to your advantage to 
join the MLBCPA and The 
OSIA Monterey Lodge: 
 The MLBCPA offers a 
monthly bonus to current card 
carrying members. 
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 The MLBC Players Association is an organization created for the benefit of bocce players who 
participate in MLBC sanctioned events. Membership dues are $20.00 per year. One of the most popu-
lar benefits of Players Association membership is the $5 discount off of entry fees for specified 
events. In only four events, the player recovers the $20 membership fee. 
 Anyone can join the Players Association.  And you don’t have to be a member of Sons of Italy to 
join the Association. Although it’s true that Sons of Italy Lodge members receive their own set of 
benefits, the holder of a Players Card will receive greater benefits than those of an at large player. 
 Now, if you really want benefits, join both the MLBC Players Association and the Sons of Italy.  
That combination gets the player even more bonuses. See the monthly MLBCPA card holder bonus 
column for details on how to become a member of these two great organizations. 
 So if you are interested in joining the MLBC Players Association and/or the Order Sons of Italy, 
give us a call at 831-224-3628 or send email to mlbcbocce@yahoo.com. 
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 We made some big changes during the Season 
Tour this year, and we’re going to continue that 
trend next year. 
 It is the MLBC Chairman’s responsibility to 
not only look out for the best interest of the Club, 
but also that of the Lodge. 
 To those ends, our plans 
for 2012 are radically differ-
ent from those of the past. 
 Although we will continue 
to cultivate our relationships 
with new players, we will at 
the same time develop our 
program with an eye towards competition outside 
of the MLBC. Our goal is to compete in events 
run by other organizations and represent our-
selves with pride and honor. 
 See you next year for another great season! 
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� We’re proud that we’ve been able to maintain 
our commitment to The Seaside Hamilton Shelter 
throughout the season.  
 We could not have done this without the help 
of our sponsors, supporters and players. These 

people make it  possible for 
our little bocce club to con-
tribute to an organization that 
provides a much needed ser-
vice to our community. 
 Our event sponsors include 
Victor Delpine, Bev Hodge, 
Rosemary and Bill Valuch of 

Carried Away Boutique and Miss Trawick’s Gar-
den Shop, Bobby Enea, and Patricia and Richard 
Quaglia of the Lone Oak Lodge of Monterey 
have been more than generous with their hearts 
and wallets. We can’t thank them enough. 
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“A man does what he must ... 
 in spite of personal consequences, 
in spite of obstacles and dangers ... 

and this is the basis of all human morality”.   
 

~ John F. Kennedy 

 And starting next year, 
we're  changing the qualifying 
criteria for the Season Tour. 
 All you have to do is be a 
member of Players Association 
and you will be eligible to play 
any and all MLBCPA sanc-
tioned events. 
 You won't have to fill out 
any forms or be subject to the 

other Monterey Lodge proce-
dures as in the past. 
 So if you pay your 2012 
dues before the end of this 
year, you save $5 off the $20 
fee for 2012. 
 You MLBCPA Card will 
entitle you to play in the Amici 
League and the other events 
we host during the year! 
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So we raised a little money for Hamilton Shelter. That’s a 
good thing. But it disgusts me that the MLBC is willing to rest 
on their big fat laurels and let it go at that. Well, I’m not gonna 
let that happen. 

My entourage (you know, the fabulous supporting cast of 
my off-Alvarado hit play “Pretty”) will fire-up the piano again, 
with musician extraordinaire Barbara Vella, to do another bene-
fit show on March 23rd, 2012 at Angelo DiGirolamo’s wonder-
ful Wharf Theatre in Monterey. 

I expect you all to be there to enjoy another great perform-
ance for another good cause. 

And remember. Betty La Bocca will be watching. 
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 The MLBC will be returning to action 
in the Spring of 2012 with yet another 
new program. 
 This time, The Amici Series will fea-
ture weekly play (and practice sessions) 

that promise to provide the necessary fun 
and entertainment for which the MLBC 
has become known. 
 If you are interested in participating, 
call the number or send an email to YKW. 

WEDESDAY NIGHT AMICI LEAGUE BEGINS IN SPRING 2012 

������ ��� ��		�
����
�� ����� ��� �� 	������������ 
����� ����������������
�������������	������������������������������������� 	���������������



� " # � � ' �� � � � � � � �  � � ! ! � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � 	� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � 	� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � 	� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � 	 � ���

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 
 � � 	 � �

�� ,�*������/������� !�!
�

!� -����$��8��#<���������/�� � !����

"� �����=�#������� !�'
�

�� ��������48���(�
��9
�� !�!
�


� ���0���������(����� �
!
�

�� 1/03��"�4-� �����

'� $����2��.� �"���

%� $���2�������������0��>���� ��
��

����
����
����
����
����
����

����������������� ���
����	
����
�

�����������������	
����
�

�����������������	
����
�

�����������������	
����
�

�������������� ���

��������������	�

����
���������	��
���������������	�
�%"�;!!�;"�%��

 For the 2011 Season Tour, the MLBC 
changed the way teams were formed for cer-
tain events by creating the Amici Series, a 
casual tournament where teams are formed 
using the Amici Index to distribute players 
evenly to give each squad a somewhat equal 
chance to compete for a title. These events 
were meant to be a light, fun-filled experience 
for new and experienced players alike. 
 The 2011 MLBC Season Tour will forever 
be remembered for, among other things, the 
beginning of an idea that the Club Chairman 
believes will continue to create an expanded 

player base more interested in playing bocce 
on a regular basis. 
 With 98 total players participating this 
year, 31 different players won a championship 
title. A quick look at the names and events on 
page 3 of this issue demonstrates how this 
series is truly a mechanism for parity. 
 With ongoing plans to create a weekly 
Amici League next year (beginning in the 
Spring), the Amici Series experiment worked 
beyond club expectations. 

AMICI  SERIES EXPERIMENT WORKS  

�
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 Thanks to a very special group 
of people, The MLBC not only 
reached its charitable giving goal 
for the 2011 MLBC Season Tour, 
it exceeded it. 
 The Players Association mem-
bers have contributed a great deal 
to the success of this season’s mis-

sion, which was to give the Hamil-
ton Shelter of Seaside $1,000 by 
the end of the year. Our Tour spon-
sors also made a huge difference. 
 Victor Delpine, Bev Hodge, 
Rosemary and Bill Valuch of Car-
ried Away Boutique and Miss 
Trawick’s Garden Shop fame, 
Bobby Enea, Michael Lucido, 
Vickie Lucido, and Richard and 
Patricia Quaglia of the Lone Oak 
Lodge of Monterey have all given 
above and beyond to the cause. 
 The Hamilton Shelter will be 
receiving the final installment 
($513.00 added to the $500 already 
given) of the Bocce Club’s 2011 
Season Tour fund raising efforts 
this month in hopes that the dona-
tion will help them to continue the 
quest to assist women and children 

as they begin the rehabilitative 
process necessary to break the cy-
cle of abuse or homelessness. 
 And everyone involved de-
serves to be congratulated for their 
extraordinary generosity. 
 Special thanks goes out to Nick 
Henares who quietly donated all 
year long in an anonymous fashion 
(sorry Nick, your cover is now 
blown!) 
 The MLBC exists, in part, to 
have fun playing a sport that brings 
people together. Their charitable 
efforts are a wonderful residual of 
that existence.  
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PALLINO AWARDS 
(cont’d from page 1) 

 Without this team leading by 
example, the MLBC would not be 
where it is today. 

This team earned the honor of 
being named team of the year be-
cause they are great players. Because 
they helped other, less experienced 
players learn the game. But most of 
all, they won the award because the 
are four of the nicest people you’d 
ever want to meet.  Hats off to Veni 
Vidi Vamos, 2011 Pallino Award 
team of the year, you earned it! 
 In other Pallino categories, the  
results were equally well earned. 
Rookie of the Year went to Barbara 
Lucido, in recognition of here stellar 
play in every event she entered. Her 
consistency was unusual for a begin-
ner, and she led her team to a cham-
pionship in The Golden State Games. 
 The Volunteer of the Year went 
to Patricia Quaglia for her efforts in 
helping the Club raise over $1,000 
for the Hamilton Shelter for Women 
and Children. We could not have 
achieved our goal if Patricia did not 
do what she did. 
 Sponsor of the Year was Rose-
mary and Bill Valuch, owners of 
Miss Trawick’s Garden Shop and 
Carried Away Boutique. Their sup-
port paved the way for others to fol-
low suit . 
 Player of the Year was Richard 
Quaglia, winner of the Club Champi-
onship, seven other titles (three of 
them Majors) and quite simply the 
best player in the league. 
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 Coming into the year, La Famiglia 
revolutionized the style of play on The 
Season Tour by utilizing a multi-player 
roster that allowed 
them more flexibility 
than other teams, 
thus making them 
eligible to compete  
in more tournaments 
than any other squad. 
  Other teams were 
encouraged to do the 
same, but for one 
reason or another, 

they were not able to match La 
Famiglia’s efforts, and subsequently, 
their level of success. 
 Winning 25 out of 33 matches, 
three Majors Titles and maybe most 
significantly, making it to the second 

round of play at the 
Santa Rosalia Festa 
Italia Bocce Tourna-
ment, La Famiglia 
was the team to beat 
on the MLBC Season 
Tour this year. 
 Next year begins 
anew, but for 2011, 
La Famiglia is 
MLBC Champions. 

LA FAMIGLIA WINS 
(cont’d from page 1) 
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 The MLBC set out to accomplish 
much during the 2011 Season Tour. 
They wanted to host as many events as 
their group could manage. They also 

wanted to 
host those 
events at as 
many differ-
ent venues 
as possible.  
 This was 
to offer a 
better under-
standing to 
their mem-
bers of how 
competitions 
outside of 
their own 
l e a g u e , 

which is rela-
tively young 
and inexperi-
enced com-
pared to other 
bocce organi-
zations, are 
o p e r a t e d . 
Twen ty- on e 
tournaments 
and eight dif-
ferent venues 
later, they 
succeeded. 

    Of course, 
the majority 
of those 
events were 
held at what 
some con-
sider their 
home, The 
C u s t o m 
House Plaza 
Courts in the 
State Park at 
Monterey’s 
Fisherman’s 
Wharf. 
 But they 

also played on the 
Vinnie Occhiuto 
Courts at San Carlos 
Church, Graziano’s 
Bocce Piazza, and 
indoors at The Elks 
Club, all in Mon-
terey. 
 They also trav-
eled out of town to 
Campo Breve in Del 
Rey Oaks, the Car-
mel Valley Athletic 
Club, Troy’s Bocce Room in Morgan 
Hill, and finally to Campo di Bocce in 
Los Gatos. 
 Their ambitious plans to run these 
tournaments utilizing different formats 
were also a challenge. The thinking was 
that by doing everything they could 
possibly think of, they could establish a 
well-rounded experience that would 
help them compete in events with dif-
fering rules and regulations. 
 T h e y 
changed their 
own rulebook 
to reflect the 
“Dead Back-
board” rule, 
which so 
many clubs on 
the west coast 
use. 
 T h e y 
changed the 
size of the 

pallino to accommodate some of the 
players’ wishes. They also changed the 

way teams were 
formed for certain 
events by creating the 
Amici Series, a cas-
ual tournament where 
teams are formed 
using the Amici In-
dex to distribute play-
ers evenly so as to 
give each team an 
equal chance to win. 
 These events were 
meant to be a light, 

fun-filled experience for new players. 
This was the single biggest change with 
the most far-reaching 
effects. 
 The Amici Series 
added an element not 
seen before, while the 
open format events 
were as solid as ever,  
and the Major Cham-
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will gain the respect of the old-guard 
players. 
 But one thing is most certainly 
for sure. Two years ago, most bocce 
players in California didn’t even 
know the MLBC existed. 

 This year, they took notice be-
cause the MLBC gave notice. And 
not just with their fancy shirts or 
Italian-made balls. 
 They made it  
clear that they 
are here today, 
and will be here 
for the foresee-
able future. 
 2012 prom-
ises to be a very 
interesting year. 
Stay tuned.       

p i o n s h i p s 
added a bit of 
spice to a 
season al-
ready filled 
with a bunch 
of fun and 
excitement. 
 The 2011 
MLBC Sea-
son Tour will 
forever be 
linked to the 
Amici Series 

that the Club Chairman believes will 
continue to create an expanded 

player base more interested in play-
ing bocce on a regular basis. 
 With plans already ongoing to 
create a weekly Amici League next 

year, the 
A m i c i 
Series ex-
c e e d e d 
club ex-
pectations. 
 In the 
f i n a l 
an a lys is , 
the MLBC 
completed 
its third 
s e a s o n 
with many 

questions asked and answered. 
 Will the philosophical approach 
to the season yield the 
desired results? 
 If using the Les 
Schwab Invitational 
Bocce Extravaganza in 
Martinez and the Santa 
Rosalia Festa Italia as 
litmus tests is accept-

able, then the answer is a resounding 
yes! 
 In Martinez, players from the 
MLBC (although not representing 
the OSIA) competed fiercely before 

being elimi-
nated by 
much more 
experienced 
teams. 
 At the 
Festa, there 
were more 
M L B C P A 
m e m b e r s 
participating 
than ever 
before. The OSIA team that finished 
near the bottom in 2010 finished 
near the top in 2011. 

 No Sons of Italy 
MLBC team had ever 
made it to the final day 
of competition before  
La Famiglia’s impres-
sive run at the title. 
 Only time will tell if 
players from the MLBC 
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 The Order Sons of Italy Monterey Lodge #2003 is proud to present the 
2011 HOLIDAY PARTY, Tuesday, December 13th at St. Angela Church in 
Pacific Grove. 
 Social hour begins at 5:30 pm; dinner is at 6:00 pm. There will be a raffle 
and silent auction, along with a special visit from Kris Kringle himself. 
 Hope to see you there! 
Ciao, 
 

���������
*����789:��;:8<�7��
������!���
�.������

��������
����������=��� �%*.����>����������

THE LONE OAK LODGE 
in Monterey 

IS THE PROUD SPONSOR OF THE 

2011 MLBC SEASON TOUR 
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Phone: 831-224-3686 
E-mail: mlbcbocce@yahoo.com 

Editor: Frank Lucido Jr. 
2 Saucito Avenue 
Del Rey Oaks, CA 93940 
Phone: 831-224-3686 
E-mail: mlbcbocce@yahoo.com 
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