
1 

1 

 

 

     Hello, and welcome to the first edi-
tion of the  Sons of Italy in America, 
Monterey Lodge Bocce Club Newslet-
ter.  
     Our goal in publishing this newslet-
ter is to inform and inspire you. We 
want to inform you of upcoming tourna-
ments, offer bits of bocce related news, 
give you tips on how you might im-
prove your game, but above all, we 
want to excite you about the game of 
Bocce, so that you look forward to 
playing in our tournaments as much as 
we look forward to promoting them. 
     We have worked long and hard to 
create this club so that the Monterey 

area will have quality tournaments 
on a regular basis, saving you the 
trouble  of traveling to San Jose and 
beyond to look for them. For the 
majority of our tournaments, we 
plan to have them at Carmel Valley 
Athletic Club, home of four world 
class bocce courts. Our other ven-
ues will include the Custom House 
Bocce Courts, home of the Festa 
Italia Bocce Tournament, and the  
Vinnie Occiuto Bocce Courts at San 
Carlos Cathedral in Monterey. 
     Each issue of The MLBC Pallino 
will include several regular features, 
among them; articles by Club Chair-

man Frank Lucido Jr, and by me, on 
a varying range of bocce related 
subjects; tips from our resident 
know-it-all, Vito Cannoli; guest com-
mentaries by members of OSIA 
Monterey, as well as noted experts 
from the world of Bocce; and no-
tices on upcoming tournaments. We 
will try to have picture essays of our 
past tournaments, as well as sug-
gested video links on our web page. 
Above all, we will try to inspire you 
to play Bocce! 
 

Frank Rivera may reached at: 
MLBCbocce@yahoo.com 
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The Sons of Italy Monterey Lodge #2003 is proud to announce the formation of our own 
Bocce Club, appropriately named the OSIA Monterey Lodge Bocce Club, or MLBC.  Our bocce clubôs 
mission is to promote community spirit through bocce related events and activities, along with provid-
ing an environment for people of all ages to congregate, socialize, compete and have fun.  Our goal is 
to raise awareness of the Lodgeôs presence in the community through our Lodge members, and en-
courage youth-inclusive bocce activities. We will cultivate membership growth through friendly compe-
tition and games and supplement fund-raising efforts for Lodge supported charitable projects.  

      The MLBC will be hosting our first tournament on Saturday, October 3rd at the beautiful 
Carmel Valley Athletic Club.  Everyone is invited to play in what promises to be a fun and exciting 
event.  On Saturday November 7th, the Club Championships will be held at the Vinnie Occhiuto Bocce 
Courts in Monterey.  And finally, the MLBC will crown this year's best team at the Tournament of 
Champions on December 6th at the Carmel Valley Athletic Club. 

The sport of Bocce is considered by many to be the oldest recreational activity in the 
world.  The Romans learned the game from the Greeks, and then the activity subsequently spread like 
wild fire throughout the empire. The Roman influence in bocce is preserved in the gameôs name; 
bocce originates from the Vulgate Latin bottia, meaning boss.  And thanks to many Italian immigrants 
at the turn of the century, bocce has come to flourish as both a viable sport and relaxing pastime in the 
United States. 

And we, as modern day Italian-Americans, are looking forward to sharing this wonderful 
game, a game steeped in Italian history, with all who wish to enjoy. 

So here we are, on the precipice of what promises to be a venture into the unknown.  An un-
dertaking that started out as a simple idea to gather and toss the pallino, has turned into a group effort 
the likes this town has not yet experienced. 

 But werenôt we raised to ñgive it all you gotò?  Well, here it is in all its glory. And why 
do we do it one might ask?  Because, thatôs how we roll. 

 Giochiamo a Bocce, 
 Frank Lucido is the Chairman of Monterey Lodge Bocce Club 
 Please send emails to him at: MLBCbocce@yahoo.com 
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M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T  
 

The Sons of Italy Monterey Lodge Bocce Clubõs mission is to promote community spirit through 

Bocce related events and activities, along with providing an environment for people of all ages to 

congregate, socialize, compete and have fun.  

 

Our goal is to raise awareness of the Lodgeõs presence in the community through our Lodge mem-

bers, and encourage youth -inclusive bocce activities.  

 

We will cultivate membership growth through friendly competition and games and supplement fund

-raising efforts for Lodge supported charitable projects.  

THE 

MLBC PALLINO 

Is published monthly by the 

MONTEREY LODGE BOCCE CLUB, 

affiliated with 

ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA 

MONTEREY LODGE #2003 
 

Frank Rivera, Editor 
 

Published by  

Miss Tiamo Publishers 
 

Distributed by  

Holy Cannoli Enterprises 
 

Club Officers are: 
 

Frank Lucido Jr., Chairman 

Frank Graziano, Vice Chairman 

Cynthia Rivera, Secretary/Treasurer 

Ron Longueira, Tournament Director 

Frank Rivera, Rules Coordinator 

Tony San Filippo, Menõs Representative 

Genelle Longueira, Womenõs Representative 

Tony Vella, Sergeant-At-Arms 
 

If you wish to communicate with any of our 

club officers, the Editor, Publisher or  

Distributor of MLBC Pallino or any of our 

contributors, please send email to: 
 

MLBCbocce@yahoo.com   

A FEW 
THOUGHTS 
FROM OUR 

LODGE  
PRESIDENT 

 

It is with great pleasure to see the 

Monterey Lodge Order Sons of Italy 

in America begin what will be a local 

tradition.  That is, regular monthly 

bocce tournaments for anyone inter-

ested in playing, learning the game, 

having fun, making new friends, and/

or just  socializing. 

I commend the MLBC committee for 

doing an outstanding job putting this 

all together.  This is truly a commu-

nity activity that will bring us together 

in good spirits as well as help give 

back to the community through do-

nations and scholarships from profits 

of the tournaments. 

Giochiamo a Bocce 

Tony Vella 

President 

Order Sons of Italy In America,  

Monterey Lodge #2003 

This is one of four world class bocce courts at 
Carmel Valley Athletic Club, the site of Autunno 
Classico, where, on  October 3rd, 16 teams will 
gather for the inaugural tournament of the Mon-
terey Lodge Bocce Club. Tournament Director 
Ron Longueira will oversee a tournament des-
tined to be, indeed, a true Autumn Classic. The 
preliminary matches will play to 11 points while 
the Championship matches will play to 13 points. 

Sign-in will begin at 9:30 and practice frames will 
start at 10:00, with the first coin toss to take 
place at 11:00.  CVAC is a premier bocce site, 
with a café and beverage service to accommo-
date the needs of players and spectators alike.   

ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN 

AMERICA  

MONTEREY LODGE #2003  

 

Visit our website at: 

www.sonsofitaly-monterey.org 

Or contact us at: 

sonsofitalymonterey@yahoo.com 

CARMEL VALLEY ATHLETIC CLUB  

World class courts right here in Carmel Valley  
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     On October 3rd we will see the start of 
what we expect to be not only an annual Fall 
Classic, the Order Sons of Italy in America 
Monterey Lodge Bocce Club Autunno 
Classico Bocce Ball Tournament , but the 
start of what will become the first organized 
monthly bocce tournaments in the Monterey 
Area. 
     What started out as a few members of 
OSIA Monterey getting together to see if they 
can scratch a few games of bocce together 
has expanded into a club, with a full sched-
ule of tournaments for the next twelve 
months. The club members have all taken on 
titles and duties as club officers. They have 
worked pretty hard to see this club happen; 
so hard in fact that the first tournament has 
attracted so many teams that some of the 
members of the club may have to forego 
playing in their first tournament in order to 
oversee the matches and to make sure this 
first tourney comes off without a hitch.  
    The Autunno Classico will be played at the 
Carmel Valley Athletic Club on what are the 
premier courts in the 
Monterey area. There 
are four world class 
courts at CVAC, 
enough to satisfy the 
requirements of what 
looks to be a 16 team 
tourney. 
     Club Chairman Frank Lucido Jr has taken 
the reins of this group of Bocce aficionados 
to form a hard working group consisting of 
eight people dedicated to spreading the joy 
of bocce as far and wide as they can take it. 
Several of the members have traveled to 
Campo di Bocce, an eight court restaurant/ 
bocce center in Los Gatos to talk to some of 
the high rollers of world class Bocce, includ-
ing the past president of The United States 
Bocce Federation, John Ross. They came 
back from their trip more pumped up than 
ever, determined to make their club, and its 
tournament schedule, the high water mark of 
bocce in the Monterey area. It goes without 
saying that we have not heard the last of the 
Monterey Lodge Bocce Club.  

AUTUNNO CLASSICO! 

The Start of Something Big 

By Gus Taormina 

Monterey Lodge fielded three teams at the United Lodge Tournament held at the 
Vinnie Occhiuto Bocce Courts at San Carlos Cathedral in August of this year. The 
Womenôs team played an outstanding game, but fell to the Watsonville Womenôs 
Team. The menôs  self titled ñThe B Teamò, with Lodge President Tony Vella, Tony 
San Filippo, Quentyn Guglielmo and Frank Rivera, lost a close one to the Watson-
ville men. But the game that brought the perpetual trophy back to Monterey from 
Watsonville after twelve years, was won by Monterey Lodgeôs Sal Tringali, Frank 
Lucido Jr, Ron Longueira and Frank Graziano. Pictured above, from left to right; 
Tony San Filippo, Lodge President Tony Vella, Frank Lucido Jr, Anthony Tringali, 
Genelle Longueira, Ron Longueira (holding the trophy), Frank Graziano, Sal Trin-
gali, Rina Tringali, Frank Rivera and Cynthia Rivera.     

AFTER TWELVE YEARS, MONTEREY 
LODGE BRINGS THE TROPHY HOME  

At the August United Lodge Bocce Tournament, where five OSIA Lodges, 
Monterey, Salinas, Gilroy, Watsonville and Santa Cruz, compete for the 
perpetual trophy, and more importantly, bragging rights, Monterey won the 
tournament and brought the trophy back to where they think is its rightful 
home. Weôll see what the other four lodges have to say about that at next 
years tournament! 

MEET JERRYõS GIRLS 
Are these nice women thinking about how theyôd like to be 
home baking cookies for their grandchildren? Nooooooo! After 
coming in in the top three at the Carmel Valley Athletic Clubôs 
Bocce Tournament, theyôre not stopping until they win Autunno 
Classico. But there are other teams who might have something 
to say about that. Is your team one of them?  


