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        The Autunno Classico was a 
fabulous success in every way.  We 
fulfilled the MLBCôs mission and then 
some.  We gathered and socialized; 
we competed and had fun.  We had 
players of all ages and skill levels vying 
for the big prize é A bottle of olive oil!  
And we raised a little money for our 
Lodge supported charities along the 
way. 
        I would personally like to thank 
the MLBC Officers who worked so hard 

to put The Classico together.   And the 
MLBC is very appreciative of Ryan   
Sanchez and the Carmel Valley Athletic 
Club for their generous support. 
        Of course, we couldnôt have done it 
without the players ï all 56 of you!  
Thank you for participating in our event.  
And congratulations to ñThe Buddiesò, 
2009 Autunno Classico  champions. 
        We learned a lot from our first 
event, and we will no doubt put our ex-
perience to use in our next tournament, 
The MLBC Championships.  So come 
on out and play. 
 
Giochiamo a Bocce, 
Frank   
Monterey Lodge Bocce Club 
MLBCbocce@yahoo.com 
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 The Buddies were the champions of the inaugural Autunno Classico held at the Carmel Valley Ath-
letic Club on Oct. 3rd. They beat a full slate of 14 teams to come out on top, besting CVAC 4, the 
home court favorites. This victory, the only tournament theyôve played in that MBLC relies on for points 
standings, has qualified The Buddies for play in the Tournament of Champions, to be held at Carmel 
Valley Athletic Club on December 6th. From left to right, The Buddies are: Jake Thomas, Anthony 
Fischer, Brad McCray and Adam Bristow. Congratulations for a tournament well played, gentlemen. 

A FEW WORDS 
BY TONY VELLA 

PRESIDENT 
OSIA MONTEREY 
LODGE #2003 

Congratulations to the Monterey Lodge 
Bocce Club officers for making their 
very first official tournament such a 
great success!  Thanks also to the 
participants for taking the time to come 
out and have fun playing bocce.  I 
commend the CVAC staff for allowing 
us to hold a tournament at their beauti-
ful site, and am looking forward to the 
December 6 tournament at the same 
location.   During the interim, letôs sup-
port the MLBC championships Novem-
ber 7 at the Vinnie Occhiuto Bocce 
Courts at San Carlos Cathedral. 
Giochiamo a Bocce! 
Tony Vella 
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Mr. Pasquinucci can be 
reached at his email:  

MLBCbocce@yahoo.com  

This tournament, played 
Oct. 3rd, was full of surprises 
from the beginning.  The open-
ing match saw ñThe Buddiesò 
upset home-court favorite 
ñCVAC 4ò.  In round three, 
ñJerryôs Girlsò (with new member 
Rina Tringali), upset ñHot Mam-
masò, who along with ñGli Ital-
ianiò had to be considered a pre-
tournament favorite to win it all.  
But it was more than the 
weather that quickly changed 
when the Santa Lucia winds be-
gan to blow.  With ñThe Ringersò 
quietly asserting their will on the 
competition, and ñGli Italianiò 
heading to the loserôs bracket 
earlier than expected (courtesy 
of the aforementioned 
ñBuddiesò), the Autunno 
Classico was about to live up to 
its name. 

By the end of round 4, 
the field had been whittled to 
eight teams (with the notable 
exit of ñGli Italianiò and 
ñGuglielmoò (although the make-
up of ñGuglielmoò had dramati-
cally changed from the original 
line-up due to injuries and illness 
to not only their team, but ñTeam 
Grappaò as well.  With only one 
member of ñGuglielmoò checked 
in, and only two from ñTeam 

Grappaò, the teams merged to cre-
ate the re-formed ñGuglielmoò, af-
ter borrowing a fourth player from 

ñThe Ringersò.  That 
reformation caused a 
stir later in the day.  
And although no pro-
test was formally 
submitted, Tourna-
ment Officials vowed 
to review the ruling, 
and clearly address 
this particular situa-
tion for future con-

tests. 
Round five was nothing 

short of shocking.  The strangely-
named ñZeppelinò eliminated the 
newcomers ñDesperadosò in a 
hard-fought match.  And with ñHot 
Mammasò loss to ñCVAC 4ò, they 
too were out.  But the biggest 
bombshell was ñThe Buddiesò, 
whose defeat of ñJerryôs Girlsò 
sent the ladies to the loserôs 
bracket for a round six showdown 
with ñCVAC 4ò. 

In what had to be consid-
ered the match of the day, ñJerryôs 
Girlsò were sent packing after see-
ing not one, but two frames end in 
a no point call due to the dead-on 
accuracy of both teams.  In con-
secutive frames, these teams 
were not able to determine which 
team would get the point because 
the bocce balls were so close to 
the pallino, it was impossible to 
discern the point.  This was amaz-
ing; you had to see it to believe it.  
Not once, but twice in-a-row! 

In round six, a friendly 
grudge match took place between 
ñTi Amoò and ñZeppelinò. It is worth 
noting that ñTi Amoò anchor Cyn-
thia Rivera had undergone knee 
surgery just five days before the 
tournament.  And after falling be-
hind quickly, she led her team to a 
comeback of almost historic note.  
But a Kirk Gibson or Willis Reed 
moment was not to be, as 
ñZeppelinò prevailed and ñTi Amoò 
was forced to the sidelines.  The 
amazing ñBuddiesò moved ñThe 

Ringersò downstairs, and ñCVAC 
4ò extinguished the ñZeppelinò 
dreams of a Cinderella finish.  
When ñThe Ringersò could not 
continue, ñCVAC 4ò  advanced to 
the finals against ñThe Buddiesò. 

So now, with ñLongueiraò, 
ñBelle Donneò, ñHigh Rollersò, 
ñDream Teamò and all the others 
gone, Hollywood could not have 
scripted it better.  The two teams 
that kicked-off the Classic five 
hours earlier, would complete the 
bocce marathon with a match for 
the ages.  When ñCVAC 4ò 
sprinted out to a 10-3 lead in the 
championship match (played to 
13 points - preliminary rounds 
were played to 11 points) things 
seemed destined to be in keeping 
with the dayôs events.  Staving off 
defeat, and a possible sudden-
death match, ñThe Buddiesò, 
playing the green bocce, chipped-
way, one point at a time.  But 
down only 11 to 8 in the ninth 
frame, the momentum shifted for 
good.  Team green scored three 
points.  And when the ensuing 
toss of the pallino ended up but 
12ò from the backboard, it would 
take two green points to win it all.  
Doing what they had done all day 
long, ñThe Buddiesò did not disap-
point.  Their skill was undeniable. 
  And with their victory in 
the Inaugural Autunno Classico, 
came an ominous sign.  Teams 
that have played together for 
years, some for decades, wit-
nessed the coming of a new age 
in bocce competition. It is a 
changing of the guard, so to 
speak.  This day will be remem-
bered for many things.  But 
mostly it will be the day that the 
sport of bocce was re-born on the 
Monterey Peninsula.  It no longer 
belongs to a select group of play-
ers who keep the game under 
wraps.  Bocce has now been in-
troduced to the masses, and 
these kids can play!  And now, 
Bocce belongs to everyone.  
Bocce belongs to us all. 

TOURNAMENT 
REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Santino Pasquinucci 


