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A FEW WORDS 
 TONY VELLA 

PRESIDENT OSIA  
MONTEREY LODGE #2003 

FROM THE CHAIR 
  FRANK  LUCIDO  JR,  

CHAIRMAN,  MONTEREY  
LODGE  BOCCE  CLUB 

The level of play seems to rise with each 
event.  The players are settling in to their 
own comfort zones.  And the MLBC is 
about to hit its stride.  We wanted to cre-
ate an atmosphere where people could 
congregate, and enjoy each otherôs com-
pany.  It seems as if weôre on our way to 
accomplishing that goal. Although itôs true 
that sometimes our emotions get the best 
of us, for the most part, we have a lot of 
fun.  
          One of the most important things 
we try to do is mix it up.  A tournament 
may be a four-player event one week, 
and the next it could be a singles compe-
tition.  If itôs Indoor this month; itôs outdoor             
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the next.  Although our season is just un-
der way, weôre already offering a lot of 
variety in what we do.  And weôre adding 
new bits and pieces every time we play. 
          This week will be our first two-player 
championship ï il Bocce Due.  And any-
one who plays will receive their MLBC 
Players Association membership card at 
no charge.  Thatôs a $10 value, but itôs 
worth a lot more.  We havenôt talked about 
it much, but a Players Association mem-
bership will soon be a sought-after status 
in the local bocce community. 
          Another feature weôve added is the 
Player of the Month announcement.  Itôs 
not easy to keep track of who is playing 
with whom, and where, and why.  But we 
believe itôs good to recognize who is get-
ting it done out on the courts.  Congratula-
tions goes out to Francesca Giamona, 
Januaryôs POM. 

          The MLBC continues to dodge rain 

storms and play on nice days.  The Presidentõs 

Invitational was no exception. The weather 

was mild and sunny in Carmel Valley!   

          I noticed that the large audience 

watching the tennis tournament became a 

little interested in bocce too.  Thatõs good PR 

for us, especially with all the MLBC and OSIA 

banners Cuzzo made and put on display.   

          This tournament included a buffet 

lunch with the entry fee, and as usual, the 

CVAC Café put on a great spread of raviolis, 

sandwiches, salad, and drinks.  We are grate-

ful they let us play on their world class courts 

and enjoy the good lunches provided by their  

excellent Café! 

The BellaTerra Organization Supports the Charities of 

MONTEREY LODGE #2003  

February 2010 

Jenny Rouch, Michael Lucido, Rose Ventimiglia and Francesca Giamona won the OSIA Presidents Invita-

tional Bocce Tournament held at Carmel Valley Athletic Club.  It was pretty easy sailing for the Hotel 

Pacific team. The Championship Match was an easy 13 to 3 victory over second place Bellõamore. They 

won certificates for a yearõs free membership in Sons of Italy in America , Monterey Lodge #2003. 
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Giochiamo a Bocce,  
Frank Lucido Jr. is the Chairman of 
Monterey Lodge Bocce Club  
Please send emails to him at: 
MLBCbocce@yahoo.com   

              (FROM THE CHAIR continued)  

 

So thereôs quite a bit going on.  March will 
be the tournament where the Sons of Italy 
challenges other clubs and organizations 
in a battle to see who can win the Bocce 
Cup or La Tazza di Bocce.  April will allow 
us to have a little fun with the Foolôs Court 
Tournament.  But before that, weôll be 
hitting the road for our first out-of-town 
showdown.  Campo di Bocce in Los Gatos 
will be the site of the 2010 MLBC Road 
Trip. 
          Weôll also be celebrating our inau-
gural season with honors being given out 
for special achievements.  Weôre calling it 
The Pallino Awards.  And on March 16th, 
weôll hand out the coveted trophies for 
Rookie of the Year, Team of the Year and 
Player of the Year. 
          Although we only had four events in 
2009 (The Autunno Classico, The MLBC 
Championships, The All-in and the Tour-
nament of Champions) weôve still got 
some great highlights to relive, and some 
special presentations to make.  The show 
will be hosted by Santino Pasquinucci and 
Betty La Bocca, so you're guaranteed to 
be entertained, or at least be a little an-
noyed. 

          The MLBC has a lot on its plate 
right now, considering this weekendôs il 
Bocce Due, the Lodgeôs 60th Anniversary 
is right around the corner ï February 20th 
to be exact, the 2010 MLBC Road Trip on 
February 27th, La Tazza di Bocce, and 
The Pallino Awards.  This is an exciting 
time for all of us. 

          Weôll see you out there on the 
courts. 

 
 

Ask Momma 

By Carmen òMommaó Dallaire 

Have questions on all things Bocce? 

For answers, email your questions to  

Carmen òMommaó Dallaire at: 

Bocce.Momma@yahoo.com 

     Dear Momma , Iõve played at the 

bocce courts at Custom House Plaza. Why 

is one court shorter than the other two? Is 

it a legal court? Sandi R, Pacific Grove  

     Dear Sandi , There are size standards 

suggested by major bocce associations, such 

as the United States Bocce Federation and 

the Bocce Standards Association, but they 

are just that; suggestions. Suggested sizes 

for outdoor courts range from 8 to 13 feet 

wide and 60 to 91 feet long. Any outdoor 

court that fits within those dimensions is 

considered a standard court. All three 

courts at Custom House State Park in 

Monterey are standard as determined by 

the U.S.B.F. and B.S.A. In truth, there are 

no courts deemed non-standard, really. If 

space limitations result in a court narrower 

or shorter than the dimensions set by the 

U.S.B.F. and B.S.A, so be it. That court is 

still good for play. 

 

     Dear Momma , If there are only four 

people on a bocce team, why are there 

two captains? Donald H, Santa Cruz, Ca. 

     Dear Donald , There is really only one 

captain who heads a team. In league and 

tournament play, the team captain assigns 

one of the players who plays on the oppo-

site end of the court as the òEnd Captainó. 

Both the Captain and End Captain help to 

direct strategy, such as spotting where his 

teammate might aim his throw. Also, if a 

measurement is required on the end of the 

court opposite the team captain, the end 

captain helps with the measurement.  

 

     Dear Momma , When I throw the 

pallino, it goes where I want it to go, but 

when I throw my ball right afterwards, I 

canõt seem to aim my ball in the same area. 

Can you help me? Mark D, Big Bear, Ca. 

     Dear Mark , Are you holding your first 

ball as you throw the pallino? If not, try 

holding your ball in your other hand when 

you throw the pallino. If you throw the 

pallino all by itself, then retrieve your first 

ball, you donõt normally go to the same 

spot your were at when you threw the 

pallino. Your feet wonõt be planted in the 

same place. Your shoulders wonõt be at the 

same angle. By holding your first ball, you 

stay in the same place and your at the same 

òsquareó to the angle of the court. You also 

create a òsame motionó momentum. This 

makes the throwing of the pallino and your 

first ball a continuous, fluid motion. I guar-

antee your throwing aim will improve. 
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IN AMERICA  
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VISIT US AT:  
 

www.sonsofitaly -monterey.org  
 

OR CONTACT US AT:  

 

sonsofitalymonterey@yahoo.com  
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