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WHATõS UP WITH THE MLBC  

Rebecca Anne Goucher 
 

          Our Feb. 13th tournament at CVAC 
was almost a òfood disasteró when we arrived 
and the Café cook was not there for whatever 

reason.  However, Chris Casas heard about it 
via cell phone on the way to the tournament 
and saved the day by stopping at Safeway to 
purchase enough sandwiches for more than 

the entire players!  Thank you Chris, for mak-
ing it a good day for hungry bocce players!  As 
our luck continued, the weather turned out to 

be absolutely beautiful in Carmel Valley, with 
some of our members getting a little sun-
burned.  The road trip to Campo di Bocce in 
Los Gatos was a very pleasant event with all 

the Italian food and the very fast indoor 
courts, perfect for a rainy day!  They treated 

us well and I look forward to returning again. 
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         With il Bocce Due, the MLBC Road 

Trip and the Lodgeõs 60th Anniversary Cele-

bration behind us, La Tazza di Bocce, and The 

Pallino Awards are next up on the schedule. 

          Yes, La Tazza di Bocce is the first ma-

jor championship of the year.  What does 

that mean?  It means the winning team gets 

to keep the trophy for a year until they de-

fend their title the following year.  It means 

they earn extra tour points that can be of 

benefit later in the season.  And it means 

theyõve won the bragging rights as the areaõs 

organizational bocce champion.  This tourna-

ment has a club against club format, e.g. 

(Rotary vs. Elks, Del Rey Oaks Police Depart-

The BellaTerra Organization Supports the Charities of 

FROM THE 
CHAIR 

  FRANK  LUCIDO  JR,  
CHAIRMAN,  MONTEREY  

CONTROVERSY MARS IL BOCCE DUE  
There are serious questions about the integrity of MLBC Chairman Frank Lucido Jrõs decision to bring 

in what many call a ringer; a national champion bocce player. Was Lucido that desperate to finally win a 

championship, or was it just shrewd play to team himself up with a ringer? Some people donõt care. 

Others want Lucidos head. A full investigation has been called by the MLBC Board of Directors. Will 

this be his last tournament as Chairman? Pictured: Lucido with National Champion Giovanni Napoli. 

ment vs. Colton Middle School, etc.) and 

should be fun to watch.  The Tournament is 

sponsored by Consumer Electric, and their 

team will try to win the trophy. 

          Weõll also be celebrating our first sea-

son with honors being given out for special 

achievements in what weõre calling The Pallino 

Awards.  And on March 16th, weõll hand out the 

coveted trophies for Rookie of the Year, Team 

of the Year and Player of the Year. 

           Although we only hosted four events in 

2009 (The Autunno Classico, The MLBC 

Championships, the All-in and the Tournament 

of Champions) weõve still got some great high-

lights to relive, and some special presentations 

to make.  The show will be hosted by Santino 

Pasquinucci and Betty La Bocca, so you're guar-

anteed to be entertained, or at least be a little 

annoyed. 

          But what really should be mentioned 

Continued on page 2 
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Ask Momma 

By Carmen òMommaó Dallaire 

Have questions on all things Bocce? 

Email Carmen òMommaó Dallaire at: 

Bocce.Momma@yahoo.com 

          Dear Momma . My husband and I 

have recently discovered the game of 

bocce and WE LOVE IT. We are actually 

considering putting a bocce court in our 

back yard. The problem is, we have no idea 

where to start. How long is a regulation 

court? What material should the surface be 

made of? Any tips? Mary Andriozzi, East 

Providence, Rhode Island 

          Dear Mary . Itõs so exciting when 

new people discover the joy of bocce to 

the point of wanting to build their own 

court. I must warn you, however; bocce 

court construction is not cheap, even when 

done using the most economical materials. 

I would suggest looking online for people 

experienced in court construction. There 

are so many variables that they would 

know how to deal with. Do a lot of home-

work before hiring. Check out their cre-

dentials for bocce court construction. You 

donõt want to invest in an unplayable court. 

As far as size goes; there is no size stan-

dard. Length and width of courts are deter-

mined by the room you have to build. 

  

          Dear Momma . My girlfriend and I 

have a chioppino dinner riding on this. I say 

on the initial throw the pallino has to stop 

at least 9 inches from the side board. My 

girlfriend insists it doesnõt matter where it 

stops. Whoõs right? Billy M. Monterey Ca. 

            Dear Billy . It looks like your din-

ner is going to be a Dutch treat. Youõre 

both right. If you play by the local MLBC 

rules, your girlfriend wins. The MLBC has 

adopted the United States Bocce Federa-

tion rules, which says it doesnõt matter. 

The Bocce Standards Association, on the 

other hand, say twelve inches from the side 

board. I have played in tournaments where 

the distance is your nine inch rule. Thereõs 

no set-in-stone rule. U.S.B.F. Past President 

John Ross said that they like to keep it as 

simple as possible, so they donõt worry 

about that rule. In trying to make the game 

as fun and inviting for everybody who 

wants to play, even first-time participants, 

the MLBC has adopted the U.S.B.F. set of 

rules for their tournaments. 

 

          Dear Momma . If you live on the 

East coast, how come youõre always re-

porting on MLBC tournaments here on the 

West coast? Freddie B. Seaside Ca. 

         Dear Freddie . My agent and pub-

lisher, BellaTerra, are on the West coast. 

As a Photojournalist, I travel all over the 

world, but Iõm out on the West coast all 

the time to see my agent and to report on  

MLBC Tournaments. Ahhh, the good life! 

 

 

 

 

this month is our plans for a Spring Festival ð or 

Festa Primavera.  At our next lodge meeting, the 

MLBC is going to propose that we host a BBQ 

in April to raise funds that can be presented to 

the Order Sons of Italy in America Western 

Foundation at the Grand Lodge convention in 

June of this year. 

          We want the whole family to come out 

and enjoy the day.  There will be food, raffle 

prizes, and of course, bocce.  Weõll be hosting 

the Foolõs Court Tournament for those that 

want to try their hand at the sport we all love.  

Our proposal includes Del Rey Park in Del Rey 

Oaks as the site of Festa Primavera.  Itõs a nice 

little place that has BBQ pits, tables, restrooms, 

a large green lawn, a baseball field, a basketball 

court, a jungle gym, and more. 

          So thereõs still a lot happening in Bocce-

Land.  And spring is right around the corner.  

The Monterey Lodge #2003 is growing in ways 

that make it fun and exciting.  The MLBC now 

has a Players Association that is giving discounts 

and benefits to its members.  Our bocce tourna-

ments are getting good reviews from players and 

fans.  And our dinner socials and events are 

garnering attention across the State. 

          As you may have heard, variety is the 

spice of life.  And we try to provide a variety of 

experiences in what the MLBC offers.  Our new 

MLBC Players Association already has 45 mem-

bers.  Among other things, those players will be 

receiving discounts on upcoming events in 2010.  

Our other new feature is the Player of the 

Month.  And the February honors go to Bob 

Enea.  Bobõs teams finished second in il Bocce 

Due and third in the Road Trip.  His play was 

spectacular (especially under pressure) and lead-

ership on the court is inspiring others to elevate 

their game.  Congratulations goes out to Bob! 

          Weõve got a big proposal for our next 

business meeting. After that, weõve got La Tazza 

di Bocce, The Pallino Awards and if all goes well 

Festa Primavera! 

          Weõll see you out there on the courts. 

From The Chair continued 
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Giochiamo a Bocce,  
Frank Lucido Jr.  


